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Welcome to the Mt. Zion High School Annual Awards 
Program. It is sad that we are not able to meet in person for 
this celebration. However, we have so much to be proud of. It 
is an honor to work in a district such as Mt. Zion in which our 
students work extremely hard to reach for excellence & 
achievement. Our dedicated parents are a critical component 
of this success! As we recognize students in this 
presentation, please know that we are also recognizing the 
parents & teachers who supported our students along the 
way. Many of our students will be receiving medallions as 
well as pins to adorn the medallion ribbon as a result of 
particular awards. Seniors are encouraged to wear their 
medallions and pins as a sign of recognition and honor in any 
graduation photos and opportunities.    ~Mrs. Cheryl Warner
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Outstanding Achievement - Freshmen
The following freshmen  have achieved a 4.0 after  1 semester

Hannah Ashley

Nathan Aubert

Bracie Barnes

Jacob Baten

Allison Bradford

Dakota Bricker

Mason Cawthon

Robert Chausse

Anna Cox

Chloe Cunningham

Madeline Elder

Kameron Farrow

Alexia Finch

Lola Gurley

Noah Hahn

Samuel Hahn

Ethan Hamilton

Peyton Hamilton

Zachary Harvey

Kyle Hensley

Isabelle Hillyer

Eric Jia

Ashley Jones

Madison Koester
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Outstanding Achievement - Freshmen
Continued

Lennon Lavarier

Brayden Lind

Kaitlyn Matthews

Chase McInerney

Mason McNeill

Henry Morgan

Josslyn Mose

Sofia Munoz

Matthew Platzbecker

Piotr Roukens

Hope Roundcount

Nathan Sarver

Lindsey Scherer

Kayla Schnippel

Mason Shuffit

Alexis Smith

Lindsay Sweitzer

Lydia Trump

Tia Veale

Gentiana Veliu

Griffin Wolber
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Outstanding Achievement - Sophomores
The following sophomores  have achieved a 4.0 after  3  semesters

Matthias Adams

Raleigh Allen

Ashleigh Anderson

Alaina Barr

Blake Cox

Andrew Detmers

Rosemary Ellison

Caroline Flora

Jack Foreman

Ethan Hamrick

Royce Harper

Brynn Hastings

Megan Hatayama

Brandon Kondritz

Lindsay Marion

Eden Niebrugge

Kathryn Oliger

Alexandra Payne

Autumn Plumstead

Logan Riggsby

Dylaney Smalley

Carly Thomas

Frank Tyrolt

Weston Walker

Whitley Washburn

Colin White

Jacob Zora
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Outstanding Achievement - Juniors
The following juniors have achieved a 4.0 after 5  semesters

Mekhi Adams

Sara Addai

Natalie Affeldt

Connor Ashmore

Jacob Bailey

Patrick Brandon

Anna Brunner

Ashlyn Clark

Emily Cole

Jadon Cox

Aidan Ditommaso

Justin Dong

Malea Dunn

Brenna Frommelt

Hannah Gatlin

Lillian Griffith

Lucinda Griffith

Rhiannon Held

Kendall Iwanski

Anna Johns

Samantha Kelm

Brock Kennell

Lauren Kyburz

Brianna 
Lauper-Cook
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Outstanding Achievement - Juniors
Continued

Cohen Leach

Emily Lewis

Luke Lindgren

Reagan Mason

Nathan Matthews

Kierstin Nichols

Jonathan Oliger

Tessa Perry

Kieran Riley

Sophie Ringer

Dylan Roberts

Tessa Romano

Grace Roundcount

Jacob Scherer

Abigail Schniederjan

Emma Shumaker

Isabella Sia

Marin Stenger

Isobel Stott

Olivia Swords

Caden Traylor

Francis Velasco

Adam Walker

Bethany Warner
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Outstanding Achievement - Seniors
The following seniors have achieved a 4.0 after 7  semesters

Maxwell Atkinson

Alexander Barr

Lucy Besser

Kayla Brock

Tyler Byers

Ian Cardwell

Matthew Carpenter

Isabella Carver

Katherine Cervantes 
Mills

Laney Childress

Natalie Claypool

Hallie Daily

Alexander Davis

Shannon Engmann

Emma Ewing

Taylor Fox

Logan Frommelt

Alejandra Gamez

Olivia Geyer

Nicole Girard

Emma Grubbs
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Outstanding Achievement - Seniors
Continued

Garret Hobbs

Stephanie Hurm

Chester Jia

Maxwell Klebe

Cameron Lind

Madelynn Lutt

Abby McElroy

Joshua Platzbecker

Addison Rhoades

Michelle Roberts

Jacob Roubein

Heather Schollmeier

Jake Shumaker

William Smith

Katelyn Van Dyke

Alaina Wolter

Lauren Wyatt

Andrew Zora



President’s Award for Educational Excellence

The President's Award for 
Educational Excellence is 
based on students having 
a 3.5 unweighted grade 
point average or higher 
and an SAT or ACT math 
or reading national test 
score at or above the 90th 
percentile.  Each student 
receives a certificate 
signed by the President of 
the United States.

Payton Anderson

Maxwell Atkinson

Alexander Barr

Lucy Besser

Kayla Brock

Tyler Byers

Ian Cardwell

Matthew Carpenter

Isabella Carver

Katherine Cervantes 
Mills

Laney Childress

Alexander Davis

Shannon Engmann

Logan Frommelt

Olivia Geyer

Nicole Girard
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President’s Award for Educational Excellence
Continued

The President's Award for 
Educational Excellence is 
based on students having 
a 3.5 unweighted grade 
point average or higher 
and an SAT or ACT math 
or reading national test 
score at or above the 90th 
percentile.  Each student 
receives a certificate 
signed by the President of 
the United States.

Lucas Hastings

Chester Jia

Maxwell Klebe

Cameron Lind

Madelynn Lutt

Jacob May

Abby McElroy

Drake Niles-Cox

Addison Rhoades

Michelle Roberts

Jacob Roubein

Heather Schollmeier

Jake Shumaker

Destiny Tertocha

Katelyn Van Dyke

Alaina Wolter

Andrew Zora
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Daughters of the American Revolution Award (DAR)
Recipient - Matthew Carpenter

The Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) Good Citizens program is intended to 
encourage and reward the qualities of good 
citizenship within high school senior 
students. DAR Good Citizens must have the 
qualities of dependability (which includes 
truthfulness, honesty, and punctuality), 
service (which includes cooperation, 
helpfulness, and responsibility), leadership 
(which includes personality, self-control, and 
initiative), and patriotism (which includes 
unselfish loyalty to American ideals) to an 
outstanding degree. Matthew Carpenter was 
nominated by his teachers as exhibiting 
these qualities. Congratulations Matthew!

12



Sons of the American Revolution Award (SAR)
Recipient - Anthony Nash

The National Society of the Sons of the 
American Revolution's (SAR) patriotic 
education mission is to reaffirm and instill 
in others faith in the principles of liberty and 
our constitutional republic while honoring 
our patriotic ancestors who gave us our 
freedom and constitutional form of 
government. One of SAR's outreach 
programs involves the recognition of a senior 
student who exemplifies the qualities of 
dependability, leadership, patriotism and a 
spirit of cooperation in their home, school, 
and community. Anthony Nash was 
nominated by his teachers as exhibiting 
these qualities. Congratulations Anthony!
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Marine Corps Distinguished Athletes
Recipients - Lukas Eagle and Kynzie Wrigley

These two students 
demonstrate good 
leadership and work 
ethic. They always 
put their team 
before themselves. 
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Marine Corps Scholastic Excellence 
Recipient - Maxwell Klebe

The Scholastic Excellence Award enforces 
the tough and smart image of the Marine 
Corps by recognizing noteworthy 
academic achievements as well as 
leadership excellence.  Students who 
receive this award are exemplary 
students who are role models and leaders 
of their peers.

This year’s recipient is Maxwell Klebe.
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 “I am proud to say that this is the 32nd consecutive year that 
Prairie State Bank & Trust has sponsored the Senior of the 

Month program.  The High School honors monthly an 
outstanding senior who has achieved excellence in academic 
and extracurricular activities.  Each Senior of the Month will 

receive a $50.00 award, which can be picked up at the Mt. Zion 
branch of Prairie State Bank & Trust.”

Kyle Pflum
Market President Prairie State Bank



Student of the Month - September 2019
Sponsored by Prairie State Bank and Trust

Anthony Nash
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Student of the Month - October 2019
Sponsored by Prairie State Bank and Trust

Maxwell Klebe

18



Student of the Month - November 2019
Sponsored by Prairie State Bank and Trust

Michelle Roberts
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Student of the Month - December 2019
Sponsored by Prairie State Bank and Trust

Olivia Geyer
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Student of the Month - January 2020
Sponsored by Prairie State Bank and Trust

Nicole Girard
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Student of the Month - February 2020
Sponsored by Prairie State Bank and Trust

Matthew Carpenter
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Student of the Month - March 2020
Sponsored by Prairie State Bank and Trust

Joshua Platzbecker
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Student of the Month - April 2020
Sponsored by Prairie State Bank and Trust

Katherine Cervantes Mills
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Student of the Month - May 2020
Sponsored by Prairie State Bank and Trust

Shannon Engmann
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Student of the Year - 2019-2020
Sponsored by Prairie State Bank and Trust

Prairie State Bank & Trust is proud to 
award the Senior of the Year with a 
$100.00 gift card, which can be picked 
up at the Mt. Zion branch of Prairie 
State Bank & Trust.

The senior of the 2019-2020 school 
year is Matthew Carpenter.
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AP Physics Award
Recipient - Tessa Romano, Presenter - Mrs. Manhart

Tessa Romano is the winner of this year's AP 
Physics Award.  Tessa has shown 
unprecedented dedication to the class all 
year long.  She is an excellent advocate for 
herself and is 100% committed to mastering 
difficult content.  I have never had another 
student who is so willing to put forth the 
time and effort that it takes to achieve her 
best.  Tessa put in countless hours outside of 
class to work and rework material until she 
got it right.  During our e-learning time, 
Tessa has been, by far, my most 
hard-working student and has gone above 
and beyond even my expectations.  
Congratulations Tessa, you are an awesome 
student. Keep up the good work!
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Life Science Award
Recipient - Nicole Girard, Presenter - Mrs. Downs

The Life Science Award this year is going to 
an individual that has shown extreme 
diligence and exhibited strength in every 
facet of her coursework.   She produced 
authentic and creative projects in class, 
which were excellent representations of her 
knowledge of the content.  Her curiosity and 
determination make her an excellent student 
in the field of science.  She recognizes the 
importance of a strong work ethic, 
persistence, and intellectual integrity.  

The combination of academic strengths and 
personal characteristics set her apart from 
other students.  It is for these reasons that this 
year’s Life Science award goes to Nicole Girard.
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Social Studies Award
Recipients - Jacob Roubein and Olivia Geyer

This award is presented 
annually to an outstanding 
male and female member of the 
senior class, and takes into 
account the student’s academic 
achievement, classroom 
deportment, and sincere 
commitment to the study of 
history.  

Both of this year’s recipients 
have shown a passion to the 
study of history unmatched by 
most of their peers and have 
gone above and beyond 
expectations in the classroom.
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Besides taking the required 
social sciences courses offered 
here at Mt. Zion of Civics, 
Modern World History, and U.S. 
History, both of these students 
have taken several elective 
courses, including Ancient 
World History, Sociology, 
Psychology, Contemporary 
America, and The African 
American Experience.

The history department is 
proud to present this year’s 
award to Jacob Roubein and 
Olivia Geyer.



I Dare You Award
Recipients - Logan Shumaker and Emily Lewis

William Danforth the founder of 
the Ralston Purina Company 
once said, "You have a four-fold 
life to live: a body, a brain, a 
heart, and a soul--these are your 
living tools.  To use and develop 
them is not a task.  It is a golden 
opportunity." Mr. Danforth first 
offered the "I Dare You Award” in 
1941 to recognize and encourage 
talented young people to further 
develop their leadership skills. 
The American Youth Foundation 
inspires people to discover and 
develop their personal best, seek 
balance in living and create a 
positive difference in their 
communities and the world.

Every year faculty and staff from 
Mt. Zion High school vote to 
recognize two members of the 
junior class for their character 
and budding leadership by 
bestowing on them the National 
Leadership Award or more fondly 
known as the “I DARE YOU” 
Award.   

This year’s recipients are Emily 
Lewis and Logan Shumaker
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English Award 
Recipient - Katelyn VanDyke, Presenter - Mrs. McQuality

Katelyn has a remarkable insight 
for literary analysis.  Her style is 
sophisticated, intuitive, and 
engaging, making her work a 
pleasure to read.
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Yearbook Editor Award
Recipient -  Abby McElroy, Presenter - Mrs. Renshaw

Abby has been in yearbook for 2 
years and this is her first year as 
co-editor with Maddi Hardin.  She 
jumped right into this difficult job 
over the summer, and I am so 
thankful to have had her as an 
editor this year.  It's been a pleasure 
to get to know Abby better in the 
last two years because I know she 
will go on to do wonderful things at 
Ball State.  I also want to thank 
Abby for the extra work she has 
committed to doing during this 
time.  
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Yearbook Editor Award
Recipient - Maddi Hardin, Presenter - Mrs. Renshaw

Maddi has been in yearbook for 4 
years and co-editor for two years.   
This year has been especially tough, 
but I know it's going to pay off.  I 
want to thank Maddi for all the 
work she has done at home during 
this time. It has been wonderful to 
watch her grow as a student and 
athlete into a wonderful young 
woman ready to take on the world.  
I know that she will do amazing 
things at Purdue Fort Wayne. 
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Spanish Award
Recipient - Shannon Engmann, Presenter Mrs. Key

 I  have had the privilege of having 
Shannon as my student every year of 
her high school career. She has 
dedicated herself to studying Spanish 
since she was in middle school, and 
her dedication is easily noted. Her 
work ethic and attention to detail are 
outstanding; she has continuously 
strived to better her language skills 
both in and outside the classroom 
every year. I am honored to give the 
AP Spanish Award to Ms. Shannon 
Engmann. 
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Outstanding French Award
Recipient - Nicole Girard, Presenter - Mrs. Lassau

Nicole Girard is the recipient of 
this year’s Excellence in French 
Award.  Nicole just finished her 
fourth year of French with an 
outstanding A+ average.  Nicole, je 
te souhaite un très bel avenir!  (I 
wish you a beautiful future!)  You 
deserve it! 
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Math Award
Recipient - Logan Frommelt, Presenter - Mr. Moore

Logan Frommelt has worked to be 
successful in the highest levels of 
math offered at Mt. Zion.  While doing 
so, he has been a fierce competitor, 
driving himself and others forward 
toward their potential in the best of 
ways.  In class it was always clear that 
he could not only master the present 
content, but was capable and engaged 
in moving beyond the content 
independently. 

Logan Frommelt is deserving of this 
year’s Math Award.
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Rensselaer Medal
Recipient - Justin Dong

The Rensselaer Award was first presented 
in 1916 with two purposes: to recognize 
the superlative academic achievement of 
young men and women and to motivate 
students toward careers in science, 
engineering and technology.  This honor 
is awarded to a promising junior who has 
distinguished himself in mathematics 
and science. It comes with a $25,000 per 
year merit scholarship guaranteed for 
four years to a student who enrolls at 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.  We are 
pleased to honor Justin Dong the 2020 
Rensselaer Award winner.  
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Golden Hoop
Recipient - Brooke Eggers, Presenter - Mrs. Bland

This year’s golden hoop award is going to 
Brook Eggers. In all my years, I have never 
seen someone give so much of themselves 
without expecting something in return. 
Brooke has a kind heart selflessly cares 
about everyone she comes into contact 
with. Brooke is a rare individual who is 
determined, hard working, self-driven, 
motivated, smart, thoughtful, and puts 
others’ needs above her own. Thank you for 
everything you have done for me! 
Congratulations Brooke! I cannot wait to 
see what the future has in store for you.
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Art Award
Recipients - Brooke Eggers, Cody Miller, and Kaelyn 

Albert
Presenter - Hannah Bradshaw
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The young people receiving Art Awards this year have been my students since they were 
in Jr. High. I have had the privilege of seeing them grow into committed artists. Their 
work has grown immensely in the time I’ve known them. I am very proud of these young 
people, and I have no doubt they will have success in their future endeavors. I hope you 
always find joy in art!



Bob and Bev Dondeville Scholarship
Recipients - Kaelyn Albert and Brooke Eggers 

Presenters - Mr. and Mrs. Dondeville
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I remember how difficult it was 
for me to purchase supplies I 
needed for various art projects 
after leaving high school for 
college courses in oil painting, 
watercolor, drawing, and 
sculpture. My wife, Bev, and I 
would like to make this a little 
easier by bestowing a gift card 
of $250 toward the purchase of 
art supplies for two of Mt. Zion’s 
talented art students. This year’s 
awards are being presented to 
Kaelyn Albert and Brooke 
Eggers. Congratulations to you 
both. Mrs. Dondeville and I wish 
you both the best in your studies 
in the arts.



John Philip Sousa Band Award
Recipient - Ryan Skidmore, Presenter - Mr. Ward

The John Philip Sousa Band Award was 
created in 1955 and is the highest honor a 
high school band student can receive.  The 
winner of this award receives a plaque, 
certificate, and their name is added to the 
plaque of past winners, which hangs in the 
Mt. Zion High School Band Room.  In 
recognition of outstanding achievement 
and interest in instrumental music, for 
singular merit in loyalty and cooperation, 
and for displaying those high qualities of 
conduct that school instrumental music 
requires. The John Philip Sousa Band 
Award is presented to Ryan Skidmore. 
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Louis Armstrong Jazz Award
Recipient - Austin Fyke, Presenter - Mr. Ward

The Louis Armstrong Jazz Award was 
inaugurated in 1974, shortly after the 
death of the great jazz artist the award is 
named after.  This award recognizes 
outstanding achievements in the field of 
jazz as demonstrated through superior 
musicianship, character, and individual 
creativity.  The winner of this award 
receives a plaque, certificate, and their 
name is added to the plaque of past 
winners, which hangs in the Mt. Zion 
High School Band Room. The Louis 
Armstrong Jazz Award is presented to 
Austin Fyke. 
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Prairie State Bank Scholarship
Recipients -  Logan Frommelt and Chester Jia
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The Prairie State Bank & 
Trust Scholarships are 
determined by the High 
School and are given 
annually to two graduating 
seniors . The scholarship 
recipients are determined by 
using a formula that takes 
into account the students’ 
GPA and SAT scores. The 
winning seniors receive a 
cash award in the amount of 
$1,000.00 each from Prairie 
State Bank & Trust.



Mt. Zion Odd Fellows Scholarship
Recipients - Heather Schollmeier, Maxwell Klebe, and 

Coalton Camden
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This is the Mt. Zion Odd Fellows 10th year of offering scholarships to graduating seniors. This 
cash award is based on the student’s Service and Volunteerism to their Community, their 
Church and to their School. We actually received a record number of 17 seniors who applied for 
our scholarship! This year, we are proud to present our Odd Fellows $1000 cash scholarships to 
these very worthy recipients:  Heather Schollmeier, Maxwell Klebe, and Coalton Camden.



Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce Scholarship
Recipient - Michelle Roberts

The Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce 
encourages higher education and awards 
college scholarships each year to qualified 
high school seniors who are going on to a 
college, university, or community college 
after graduation. This is one of the ways the 
Mt. Zion Chamber gives back to the 
community. The scholarships are awarded to 
qualified seniors from the Mt. Zion School 
District or to the child of a Chamber member 
who completes the official application and 
fulfills the other criteria required.

It is with great pleasure that $1,000 is 
presented to Michelle Roberts.
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Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce Scholarship
Recipient - Alaina Wolter

The Mt. Zion Chamber of Commerce 
encourages higher education and awards 
college scholarships each year to qualified 
high school seniors who are going on to a 
college, university, or community college 
after graduation. This is one of the ways the 
Mt. Zion Chamber gives back to the 
community. The scholarships are awarded to 
qualified seniors from the Mt. Zion School 
District or to the child of a Chamber member 
who completes the official application and 
fulfills the other criteria required.

It is with great pleasure that $1,000 is 
presented to Alaina Wolter.
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Golden K Kiwanis Scholarship
Recipients - Matthew Carpenter, Nicole Girard, 

Michelle Roberts, and Katelyn Van Dyke

The purpose of this scholarship is to 
provide financial assistance to students 
in Macon County who are attending or 
planning to attend an accredited college 
or University.

It is with pleasure to present four 
$1,000.00 Golden K. Kiwanis 
Scholarships to

Matthew Carpenter

Nicole Girard

Michelle Roberts

Katelyn Van Dyke

Eligibility requirements include:

■ being a resident of Macon County
■ evidence of excellent academic 

standing – Grade Point Average and 
ACT or SAT scores

■ demonstrating participation in 
extracurricular activities, community 
service, and/or church activities

■ providing two letters of 
recommendation, one from a recent 
teacher and the other from someone 
in the community; and

■ proof the student will be enrolled 
full-time at an accredited college or 
university
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Michael E. Shampine Memorial Scholarship
Recipient - Lauren Wyatt

This scholarship was created by Decatur 
Trades & Labor Assembly, AFL-CIO in 
memory of their past president, Michael 
E. Shampine, who passed away in 2007.

This scholarship is open to affiliated 
union members and their immediate 
family who plan to enroll in higher 
education, vocational trade school, or 
apprentice programs and is based on the 
student’s role in leadership, as well as 
community and political awareness.

It is with pleasure to present this $500 
scholarship to Lauren Wyatt.
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Lois M. Chervinko Scholarship
Recipient - Griffin Colbert

This scholarship was created by Lois 
Chervinko’s colleagues, friends, and 
family for graduating seniors from Mt. 
Zion High School who are pursuing a 
degree in business or a business related 
field, are good citizens as evidenced by 
community service, or are involved in 
school activities above the graduation 
requirement.

It is with pleasure to present this $1,000 
scholarship to Griffin Colbert
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Ad Club Scholarship
Recipient - Dylan Kazmer

This scholarship is awarded to a 
graduating senior from a Macon County 
high school who plans to attend Millikin 
University or Richland Community College,  
major in Graphic Design, Marketing, or 
Communications, have a minimum grade 
point average of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale, and 
submit an online 300-word essay 
describing the student’s volunteer 
activities and the impact those activities 
have had on their life.

It is with pleasure to present this $1,000 
scholarship to Dylan Kazmer.
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AFSCME Local 612 Scholarship
Recipient - Allison McCoy

The American Federation of 
State, County, and Municipal 
Employees Scholarship (better 
known as AFSCME Scholarship) is 
funded by Local 612. The purpose 
of this scholarship is to provide a 
source of funding for qualified 
students who are related to a 
current or past member of Local 
612.

Scholarship Eligibility 
Requirements include:

Related to a current or past Local 
612 member

Student must have a high school 
diploma or GED.

 

Requirements continued:

Student must continue their 
education at an accredited trade, 
community college, or four-year 
college or university.

Community service also is a 
major consideration.

Student must complete a 
300-word essay on “How the 
union has impacted you and your 
family.”

 It is with pleasure to present this 
$1,000 AFSCME Scholarship to 
Allison McCoy.
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Susan and Lloyd Swanson Memorial Scholarship (DEA)
Recipient - Emma Grubbs and Joshua Platzbecker

The Susan and Lloyd Swanson 
Memorial Scholarship was 
established to honor two people 
whose lives were about helping 
others.

Susan Swanson was diagnosed 
with Multiple Sclerosis her 
sophomore year of college, taught 
special education for 27 years in 
the Decatur school district, and 
was voted Teacher of the Year 
during her tenure. She inspired 
students with her determination 
and perseverance. She passed away 
in 2007 at the age of 55.

Lloyd Swanson retired after 27 
years as a master patrol officer 

 

with the Decatur Police Department 
and was past vice-president and 
sergeant of arms for the Policemen’s 
Benevolent and Protective 
Association Unit 39. Lloyd passed 
away in 2014 at age 63.

The purpose of this scholarship is to 
provide financial assistance to a 
full-time undergraduate student 
who plans to complete a four-year 
degree and is the daughter or son of 
a member of the Decatur Education 
Association or the Police Benevolent 
and Protection Association Unit 39. 
In addition, this scholarship may be 
renewed for three additional years if 
the student continues to make 
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progress toward their degree. It is 
with pleasure to present two 
$1,000 scholarships to Emma 
Grubbs and Josh Platzbecker. 



Decatur Foundry Scholarship
Recipient - Lucy Besser

In 1936, at the age of 51, J. L. 
Johnson, with a limited sixth grade 
education, sold five pigs and 
borrowed $10.00 to establish the J. 
L. Johnson & Sons Foundry, now 
known as the Decatur Foundry, 
Inc.   

Although J. L. Johnson had limited 
schooling, he knew the value of an 
education. By creating this 
scholarship fund, Decatur 
Foundry, Inc. strives to make the 
dream of J. L. Johnson a reality for 
years to come by fostering and 
advancing continued education 
opportunities.

  

Scholarship eligibility requirements 
include students have an immediate 
family member (parent, step-parent, 
grandparent, or step-grandparent) 
who is a current or retired employee 
of Decatur Foundry, Inc., have a 
minimum 3.0 grade point average on 
a 4.0 scale, have demonstrated or 
exhibited strong potential for 
mechanical aptitudes, and have held 
positions of leadership.

In addition, this scholarship may be 
renewed annually for an additional 
three years if the student is making 
adequate progress toward their 
degree. The amount of the 
scholarship varies annually based on 
the earnings of this investment.
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It is with pleasure to present this 
$2,000 Decatur Foundry 
Scholarship to Lucy Besser.



Decatur IL EAA Train-a-Pilot Scholarship
Recipient - Coalton Camden

The Loren Hodge Aviation Scholarship 
Foundation, supported by Chapter 274 of the 
Experimental Aircraft Association, is pleased to 
announce that Mt. Zion High School student 
Coalton Camden has been chosen to receive the 
2019 Train-a-Pilot Scholarship, Coalton is the son 
of Tony and Jen Camden.

 The cash value of this award is over $8,000 and 
provides support in ground and flight training 
leading to a Private Pilot Certification with the 
Federal Aviation Administration.

 Mr. Camden was selected as the applicant most 
deserving of the scholarship which seeks to 
provide an opportunity in aviation for highly 
motivated, dedicated, bright young men and 
women from the Decatur area. Congratulations 
Camden!   
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Scherer Honors Scholarship

The Scherer Honors Scholarship 
provides up to 2 years tuition to 
high school graduates in 
Richland's District who have a 3.5 
GPA on a 4.0 scale. Recipients are 
determined by a selection 
committee within Richland. 
Students also have the 
opportunity to apply for the 
scholarship again once they've 
graduated from Richland. That 
scholarship would provide 
tuition assistance to attend an IL 
public 4-year institution as long 
as the student has a 3.75 
cumulative GPA from Richland.

Maxwell Atkinson

Alexander Barr

Justin Bochantine

Kayla Brock

Natalie Claypool

Caden Grossman
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Braden Kraft

Cameron Lind

Aeden Miller

Heather Schollmeier

Jacob Spaide

Noah VanDeventer



Das Family Scholarship
Recipients - Max Klebe, Jake Shumaker, and Logan Frommelt
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N.P. Das, a retired Mt. Zion teacher, would like to recognize the hard work 
and dedication of our Valedictorians, Max Klebe and Jake Shumaker, and 
our Salutatorian, Logan Frommelt.  Each of these students will be receiving 
a $500 scholarship.



American Legion Award
Recipients - Matthew Carpenter and Nicole Girard

The purpose of the American 
Legion Award is instilling 
character and helping to 
perpetuate the ideals of 
Americanism among youth.  
The recipients must exemplify 
six qualities that define 
character - courage, honor, 
leadership, patriotism, 
scholarship, and service.   It is 
awarded annually to two 
outstanding students from the 
senior class.  This year, our two 
recipients are indeed worthy of 
these six principles - 
congratulations Nicole Girard 
and Matthew Carpenter!
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Illinois State Scholars

About 10% of Illinois high school seniors 
are designated State Scholars & receive a 

certificate of achievement for this 
accomplishment. At Mt. Zion High 

School, 27 seniors, which is above the 
State average of 10%, have been named 
State Scholars. Selection is based on a 

combination of ACT/SAT scores & GPA at 
the end of their junior year. 
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Illinois State Scholars
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Illinois State Scholars

Maxwell Atkinson - Richland Community College, Aerospace Engineering
Alexander Barr - Richland Community College, Economics
Lucy Besser - Florida Gulf Coast University, Nursing, minor in Psychology
Kayla Brock - Richland Community College, Biology/Veterinary Medicine 
Matthew Carpenter - Olivet Nazarene University, Architectural Engineering and Interior Design
Katherine Cervantes Mills - University of IL Urbana-Champaign, Animal Science
Natalie Claypool  - Richland Community College, Pre-Med
Shannon Engmann - Illinois College, Biology
Emma Ewing - Illinois State University, Nursing
Logan Frommelt - University of Missouri, Civil Engineering
Olivia Geyer - Olivet Nazarene University, English Education
Nicole Girard - University of IL Springfield, Biology
Lucas Hastings - Southern IL University Edwardsville, Computer Science
Stephanie Hurm  - Illinois State University, Nursing
Chester Jia - University of IL Urbana-Champaign, Landscape Architecture
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Illinois State Scholars Continued

Maxwell Klebe - Indiana State University, Undecided
Cameron Lind - Richland Community College, Undecided
Madelynn Lutt - Illinois State University, Finance
Abby McElroy - Ball State University, Journalism Education
Joshua Platzbecker- Illinois College, Pre-Health
Addison Rhoades - Southern IL University Edwardsville, Nursing
Michelle Roberts - Millikin University, Elementary Education
Jacob Roubein - Kalamazoo College, Political Science
Jake  Shumaker - Millikin University, Computer Science
Katelyn Van Dyke - University of Missouri, Computer Science
Alaina Wolter  - North Central College, Biology (Pre-Physician Assistant)
Andrew Zora- Bradley University, Undecided
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Scholarship Listing for Class of 2020

All seniors were asked to report the 
scholarships they received from their 
universities and other sources to the 
guidance office. This list was 
published in an issue of the Mt. Zion 
Region News. Congratulations to our 
graduating class of 2020.
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Closing comments...

“I’ve learned that regardless of your relationship with your 
parents, you will miss them when they are gone from your life. I’ve 
learned that making a ‘living’ is not the same thing as ‘making a 
life’. I’ve learned that life sometimes gives you a second chance. 
I’ve learned that you shouldn’t go through life with a catcher’s 
mitt on both hands; you need to be able to throw some things back. 
I’ve learned that whenever I decide something with an open heart, 
I usually make the right decision.  I’ve learned that even when I 
have pains, I don’t have to be one. I’ve learned that I still have a lot 
to learn. I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people 
will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you 
made them feel.” ~Maya Angelou
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